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other troubled youth and their families from Milwaukeedbds diverse
them resolve personal and family problems, strengthen relationships and support safe and stable homes.
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Lanetta (names are Inside this issue:
changed to protect confi-
dentiality) was twelve years A Message From the 2
old and suicidal. She had Executive Director
had difficulties adjusting to - .
her parents divorce and _?;'"d'ng Community 2
- rough Unity
separation, and she was
extremely depressed when TeenSelf Nurturing 3
she came to Wa Program Expands
Youth & Family Center. Planting Seeds of Hope 4
. Fundraiser
Jonathan felt I|I§e hg could Announcement
never do anything right. It
was not his fault that his
mother was dead, he had
never known his father,
and other relatives he had Wal ker 6s Poi nt

stayed with were very strict
and sometimes abusive.
He felt he was constantly
being punished at home,
where he lived with his
aunt, and that she could
never see his side of any
issue. He felt helpless.
After a big argument with
her, he ran away and
turned to

Intake worker Rietta Singh is one of several staff
ready 24 hours a day to help youth enter the

Wal kerds Point Runaway & Teen

our state-licensed home for
up to two weeks.

understanding. With our
telephone and intake ser-
vices available 24 hours
a day, we have provided
crisis intervention and

| lemporary emergency shel-
ter for 34 years. In our

mo t | Shelter, boys and girls ages

Crisis counseling to youth
and parents is an essential
part of our shelter pro-
gram, and is also available
to youth not wanting shel-
ter. Staff therapists focus
s ©Rr dealiggnwith the imme-
diate problems and strive
for family reunification
whenever feasible.

Wa |

Mi chael 6s

in and out of prison for
much of his life and his
father was out of the pic-
ture. Now staying with his
older sister, he saw how
overwhelmed she was car-

AThe family
with my mom helped
so we could finally sit
down and listen to

ina for her own family as each other and work ATal king to my
nglasforhimandh)i/s out the probl dfid Ped relieve
brother. He did not want - Comment from a Teen commented one teen. An-

: other told us:

to continue to be a burden

session with my mom
to her and left home.

helped so we could finally
sit down and listen to each
other and work out the
probl ems. 0

11 through 17 years old re-
ceive basic essentials, in-
For young people in crises  cluding food, clothing as
such as t hes e,needed, and attention to
Poi nt 8s Run a wztother personal care needs.
Crisis Program is there to They can stay with us in

h Continued on Page 3
provide shelter, safety, and

& Family Center

Administration

2030 W. National Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53204
414-672-5300
414-672-5340 (fax)

Email:
Website:

walkersp@sbcglobal.net
www.walkerspoint.org

Runaway & Teen Crisis
Program 0 24 Hour Hotline
and Youth Shelter
414-647-8200

Grant Street Transitional
Living Program
414-672-1360

Insights Transitional &
Supportive Housing
Program (Young Adults)
414-672-5531

Family Support &
Empowerment Program
Nurturing Program
414-645-3300
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From the Executive Director
Andre Olton, Ph.D.

| am sometimes asked what keeps me  turing Program groups for teens and dedicated, talented and caring staff,
going when | am faced daily with the parents, we do help young people and paid and volunteer, who work with

ongoing plight of youth who are their parents improve relationships our youth and families, and to the
homeless or abused, who do not have  with each other and often prevent cri-  committed and hard -working mem-
the loving care of a parent to guide ses at home. Through our street out-  bers of our Board of Directors and
and nurture them, or well -meaning reach, emergency shelter and transi- Advisory Council. The challenges of
parents struggling to provide for the tional/supportive housing, runaway fundraising, too, are made easier by
needs of their c¢hi andhomelessyoungpeoplecanfind tstrangfederal, state and city govern-
you down?o0 safety away from the dangers of the ment support, and by the generous
streets. Through therapy and case response of our caring local donor
In truth, frpm time'to time | h_ave management, they discover new hope community of foundations, compa-
found it discouraging, especially as and ways to deal with their problems,  nies and individuals.
demand for our services has often in- and our older youth achieve self
creased. Sometimes, in spite of our sufficiency. We may even helptosave Because of this fAunit
most caring efforts, | have seen young  a young life that was on course for | remain positive and encouraged, in
people whose lives have been de- disaster. spite of the difficulties. | know that
stroyed. Two things make the differ- what we do at Wal ker 6
ence for me personally. Secondly, | am encouraged by the lutely needed and worthwhile.

] many ways that our Wal keroés Point
Most importantly, | see thatwereally  fcommunityo comes together to make
can turn lives around. Through Nur- success possible. | am referring to the

Building Community Through Unity

This was the theme f orWethankallofourvolunteers for joining with us as a diverse and rich

Youth & Family Center annual volunteer community to assist the youth and families in need. For more informa-
recognition celebration, held this year on tion on our volunteer programs, please call (414) 672-5300 or visit our
April 23 at American Serb Hall. Paid staff web site at www.walkerspoint.org.

and volunteers came together to celebrate
how much we can achieve through working
together for a united purpose.

Volunteers are invaluable, whether interact-
ing and helping youth in our shelter, transi-
tional living and nurturing programs, or
through serving on our Board of Directors
and Advisory Council.

This evening of festive fun, food and enter-

tainment included a performance by the

Mc Menamin Il rish Dance Ac
Point staff Case Manager Grover Scanlan
emceed the eveningds pro
with his humorous anecdotes of the trials and
tribulations of being a social worker.

Wal kerds Point volunteers, paid staff

The celebration also provided the opportu-
P bp together before the start of the awards program.

nity for paid staff to thank all our volunteers
and to recognize a few of these for their ex-
emplary contributions. They are pictured
on the bottom of page 3.
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Parents also experience changes for Lanetta moved fr omreiugnedhémet her 6s

the better. il t waame t livg with der mother.pShe e H ther trulv believed

me and my son, and counseling recovered from her depression and er mother truly belhieve

hel ped my son, o st atoppetl thinking abputkilliegrherself. the therapy saved her

Anot her said: @my d$Hermothestrulpbelieteadthe theragdy e daughteros 1ife.
control his anger, and I cancommuni- s aved her daughteros 11 1e.

cate better without fussing.o Michael blossomed during his stay

And where do young people go when
they |l eave Wal
of youth either go home or to a safe

alternative home. In most cases they
leave better prepared for their future.

While in counseling,'\]onathan im-
proved his communication skills with

k e r 6 dis &t and lkedtned how te lette® 2 %

manage his anger. He and his aunt
worked out several issues that had
caused major friction, and he

with us. He began to feel better about

himself, acquired new conflict -
resolution skills, and even found a job.
He was also able to resolve problem
issues with his sister, and leave the
shelter for a safe and stable home.

TeenSelf Nurturing Program Expands

The Family Support and Empower-
ment Program offers groups for ado-
lescents and their parents. By better
understanding and communicating
personal needs within the family,
teens and parents can develop more
positive and less conflictual relation-
ships.

Although most of these groups are for
families and involve the Nurturing
Program for parents and adolescents
model, we also offer groups just for
teens. In the past year we have ex-
panded the number of these teen

Building
Community
Through Unity
Awardees

From left to right are:
and Philip Hazen
Larry Levy

and Runaway Program; Deb Robinson

Program; Allen Hentz

groups, offering them in both school
and community settings.

These TeenSelf Nurturing groups help
young people ages 1117 years old to
feel more confident in themselves,
develop problem-solving and commu-
nication skills, and learn how to better
manage stress and anger, both their
own and that of
great class because it teaches people
who are having problems at home or

with | ife how to
noted one of the group participants:
ilt can help

people and help (us) blow off a lot of
steam. 0 Anot her
pant stated:
only one with problems, whether with
friends or
municate more with people, and really
listen and understand others when
they are speaking

week series of the TeenSelf Nurturing
group experience in collaboration

For more information, please call

peopl eMarssaptedl4@4543300. 0t her

Kau Yang , House Manager Assistant in the Transitional Living Program;

, Youth & Family Specialist Assistants in the Runaway & Teen Crisis Program; Franc Pauc

, both recognized for their years of service in, respectively, the Family Support & Empowerment Program
, Nurturing Program Facilitator in the Family Support & Empowerment

, Advisory Council Member of the Year; and Don McKinnon

Not pictured is Jamario Davis

Daniel Wichman

and

, Board Member of the Year.

-Peavey , who received the Peer Counselor award.
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ent h

il oéove r

. 0

o t Hrkig Jane we will ieTofffering a free sba

f iwg urhe Cthhid md rewmtd,so Out i n



Non -Profit

WALKERO6S POI NT YOUTH & FAMI LY CENTER Organization
2030 W. National Avenue U-S-ngage
Milwaukee, WI 53204

Milwaukee, WI
Permit No. 1464
Phone: 414672-5300

Fax: 414672-5340
E-mail: walkersp@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.walkerspoint.org

Strengthening Youth and Families Since 1976

Announcing ... raged

Wal ker 6s Point Youth & Family Centerod
PLANTING SEEDS OF HOPE

Thursday, June 3, 2010
Italian Community Center
631 E. Chicago Streed Milwaukee , WI 53202
5:15 pmd 8:00 pm

Master of Ceremonies Guest Keynote Speaker
BOB MOORE LARRY HISLE
Weather & News Anchor Reporter Manager of Youth Outreach
WITI -TV6 Milwaukee Brewers

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

5:15pm Registration, Cash Bar, Silent Auction
5:30pm  Pasta Buffet Opens

6:45pm  Silent Auction Tables Close, Program Begins
7:45pm  Closing Remarks

TICKETS:
$40 per person
Casual Attire

$/.(5:6 32,17 <287+ )$0p LS &IBLP To reserve a ticket or
) N ) for more information
S"e”g‘he”'”gi:::‘lhgf;am'"es Round Trip Tickets for Two on Southwest Airlines call 414-672-5300

One Day Disney Hopper Pass for Four or visit our website at

Apple iPad é And Much Mor e! www.walkerspoint.org




